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First Supplement to Memorandum 2000-24

Early Disclosure of Valuation Data and Resolution of
Issues in Eminent Domain

We have received the attached letter from Norm Matteoni in support of the

Commission considering prejudgment deposit issues as part of our project on

early disclosure of valuation data and resolution of legal issues.

Mr. Matteoni makes the following points:

• The condemnor’s prejudgment deposit of probable compensation to obtain

possession of the property is almost always the same as the precondemnation

offer.

• If the condemnor’s prejudgment deposit appraisal is not in fact based on

meaningful information, then it is not serving its intended purpose.

• The condemnor’s disclosure of supporting data for the prejudgment deposit

would stimulate meaningful negotiations at an early stage. It we wait until

valuation data are exchanged just prior to trial, it will be too late — the case will

have been set on a litigation course by then. Disclosure at the earliest opportunity

is preferable.

• There are examples of agencies that do clearly define the method of

valuation and attach a summary of comparable sales as part of their summary

statements of the prejudgment deposit appraisal.

Respectfully submitted,

Nathaniel Sterling
Executive Secretary






